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dix63 continuing the present values of the various coins, for-
bidding the further coinage of the placks and newpennies,
and providing that three persons be appointed to see
whether they contain five shillings of fine silver in the
ounce, as was ordered by the king. In the same parlia-
ment M it was provided that in every town where there
are goldsmiths, that they should depute and ordain a
warden and a deacon of the craft who are to be sworn to
examine and mark all articles of gold and silver if of
sufficient quality and good workmanship,

1474. In May, 1474, parliament65 again met at Edin-
burgh and passed an important act, which is not noticed
by Lindsay. After fixing the amounts of bullion to be
brought in by the various exporters of wool, hides, salmon,
&c., the act continues, " And because the matter of the
mone is ryt subtile and gret, arid may not haistely be set,
it is thot speidfull that the three estates commit their
power to certane wyse and discret persouis to the nowmber
of x. or xij., to awise and set the course of the mone, and
to devise new mone as thai think maist expedient,"
Every search has been made in the Historical Department
of the Eegister House for any record of the doings of
these " discreet persons /' unfortunately without being
able to find anything to show what they did. That they
did devise a new groat is I think probable from the tenor
of the act passed at Edinburgh the next year, which
orders groats to be coined, twelve to the ounce,t( of the
sarayn prent that the new grote is now/' and to be of the
same fineness as the new English groat. The other money

63 P. 227.

M From a MS. of Sir James Balfour's, in the Advocates1
Library, it appears that the price of silver at this time was 12s,
the ounce.

65 " Scots Acts," vol. ii. p. 106.